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PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
Second Report — “Budget Briefing 2013–14” — Tabling 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove) [10.08 am]: I present for tabling the second report of the Public Accounts 
Committee, titled “Budget Briefing 2013–14”. 
[See paper 1116.] 
Mr D.C. NALDER: It is customary for the incumbent Public Accounts Committee to host a briefing on the 
state’s annual budget, delivered by members of the Department of Treasury to all interested members of the 
Western Australian Parliament. The briefing provides an ideal opportunity for all members to acquire a detailed 
knowledge and to question senior Treasury officials on the economic forecasts for the year ahead and the impact 
on income and expenditure proposals on the state’s bottom line. The committee resolved to table this report, 
including the PowerPoint presentation used by the Under Treasurer, at appendix one, to make it available to a 
broader audience beyond the confines of Parliament. The committee would like to express its thanks to 
Mr Tim Marney, the Under Treasurer, for his cooperation in this process and for the presentation. Similarly, the 
committee would like to acknowledge the input of Mr Barnes and Mr Court to questions from the floor during 
the briefing.  

I would also like to thank the committee, consisting of the members for Victoria Park, Belmont, Cannington and 
Bateman, for their input and support. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the committee staff, 
Mr Tim Hughes and Ms Lucy Roberts, for their tremendous support.  

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington) [10.09 am]: I rise to make some brief remarks on the tabling of this 
report. This is the first time the Public Accounts Committee has tabled a report arising out of the process that has 
been done for a number of years now; that is, getting Treasury officials into a hearing to directly brief members 
of Parliament. I believe that the Public Accounts Committee is doing a very good thing by not just holding a 
briefing but also moving to table a report arising out of that briefing. 

In my inaugural speech to this house, I outlined my suggestions for ways in which parliamentary committees 
could be used to increase the engagement between the people of Western Australia and the activities of 
Parliament. One of the big missing pieces in the operations of Parliament is the lack of understanding that 
members of the public have about the work we do and the important functions of Parliament. Expanding the role 
of committees is in my view a way of connecting Parliament to our constituents and to the citizens of Western 
Australia. 

What the committee has done here is very basic; it is a very simple report. It comprises just a couple of slides 
and the answers to a few questions from the Treasury department but in my view it is the start of what could be a 
much bigger step. The Public Accounts Committee in the future could invite in not just officials from the 
Department of Treasury after the budget comes down to brief us on the content of the budget, but also in advance 
of the budget organisations in the community that comment on budget matters. For example, the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, the Western Australian Council of Social Service, Shelter WA, 
the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia and UnionsWA all could be invited in to make 
submissions on the upcoming budget. That would then allow the committee members to ask questions. You 
know as a member of Parliament, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr I.M. Britza), that people are always coming to us with 
demands for activity, but on very few occasions do they come and talk about the opportunity costs that those 
demands create. If we got those different lobby groups to come in and say not just what they want, but also how 
those demands would fit into the total needs of the community, we would actually improve the process of the 
budget development. Then, after the budget, we could get the Treasury department in to present submissions on 
the budget. 

I urge members to have a look at the slides in the report, which include future projections of employment growth 
and activities in the economy and those sorts of things. We could also invite in other people with expertise in 
those areas to make comments about the assumptions made in the budget. We could get academic economists, 
for example, to come in and give their assessment of the positions taken and the assumptions made by Treasury 
forecasters. That in my view would be a way of improving Treasury forecasts. 

I note that when Mr John Langoulant—I am not trying to personally antagonise him, as he is a good citizen of 
Western Australia and has made many different contributions to public service, the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry and business—moved from Treasury to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, he commented that 
Treasury bureaucrats always tell the government the wrong thing because they do not want their forecast to be 
too bullish. This would be therefore a way of holding to account the forecasts of the Treasury. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 31 October 2013] 

 p5782b-5783a 
Mr Dean Nalder; Mr Bill Johnston 

 [2] 

I am therefore very pleased to speak today at the tabling of this minor report, but I make the point that it is 
important in its own right and gives the opportunity for growth in the activities of our parliamentary committees 
to make them even more dynamic, more worthwhile and more important in the future. 
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